Samantha Maloney – Covers Girl 
Over the past ten years, drummer Samantha Maloney has made a name for herself as the go-to rock drummer who makes everyone sound better. After studying percussion and graduating from the High School for Performing Arts in New York (the “Fame” school), she was signed to Columbia Records in the band Shift. 

Then, in 1998, at 22-years old, Sam auditioned for Hole, was hired, and toured the world with Courtney and the gang extensively for the next two years. She wasn’t idle long; Sam was hired in 2000 to tour with Mötley Crüe, playing the Tommy Lee parts that inspired her to become a drummer in the first place. 
Since then, she has toured with Peaches and the Herms and Eagles of Death Metal. She also composes film scores and sell drum-related merchandise from her web site, Drum Sexy. 

Of her many projects, the idea of an all-female super-group has always been near and dear to Sam’s heart. And since 2002, that project, now in its third incarnation, has been The Chelsea (now The Chelsea Girls). 

Version one of The Chelsea happened in 2002 and included former Hole band-mate Melissa Auf der Maur, Paz Lenchantin of A Perfect Circle and Radio Sloan of The Need. This Chelsea only played one gig. 
Sam put another all-female band together to tour with Courtney Love in 2004. This group, which Courtney dubbed The Chelsea, also included Radio Sloan plus Lisa Leveridge on guitar and Dvin on bass along with Emilie Autumn on violin. This Courtney-fronted Chelsea played several gigs but after a bit of drama (including Courtney throwing a blunt object into the audience and hitting someone on the head) this version of The Chelsea soon disbanded. 
The third Chelsea is the charm and Samantha is now the drummer-in-chief of the Chelsea Girls, an all-female cover band featuring Corey Parks (ex-Nashville Pussy) on bass, Allison Robertson (The Donnas) on guitar and Tuesdae (“our secret weapon”) on vocals. Carmen Electra is the band’s unofficial fifth member and emcee. 
CD:  How and when did Chelsea Girls get together? 

SM:  Chelsea Girls came together about this time last year. We played our first show in February of 2009 at The Roxy on Sunset Blvd. in Los Angeles. We play “the best songs we never wrote,” They are covers from AC/DC, Guns N' Roses, Heart, Pat Benatar, Blondie, The Runaways, Judas Priest, Kiss, etc. It’s non-stop hits and tits. 

CD:  Have you guys toured yet?

SM:  We did a tiny three-day tour with Motorhead in October. We usually just play one-off gigs here and there: Chicago, LA, San Diego, Las Vegas. We hope to get to Europe next summer for the festivals and travel out to the east coast soon. But Corey has a five-year-old son she would miss too much if she had to leave him for a long period of time. He is still a little guy and misses his mom after a couple of days.
 
CD:  What's it like putting a band together versus being a hired gun? 

SM:  It is a lot more work when you have your own band. Every day you have to deal with management, booking agents and techs for the band, as well as each band member. When you are a hired gun, you collect a nice paycheck and you can walk away at any time. You don't have to worry about budgets and making everyone happy. For me, Chelsea Girls is a full-time investment, with hopes that the returns will be fruitful, not only monetarily, but also personally and creatively. 
CD:   Do you stay in touch with any of your old band mates? 

SM:  I heard that Courtney's got a new song called "Samantha." I don't know what that's about. I just spoke with Peaches today, and I see My Eagles Of Death Metal boys whenever they get back in town from being out on the road. Of course I still keep in touch with Eric [Erlandson] and Melissa from Hole. Last time I spoke with JD Samson she was writing with Christina Aguilera and she has a new project called Men which I can't wait to see. 
 
CD:   Have you noticed more women playing drums these days? 

SM:  No, I haven't. I think the music community is suffering because of the state of the music business today. There are fewer role-models in general because labels aren’t signing nearly half as many acts as they did ten years ago. Watching the American Music Awards last week, half the artists were women who were singing along to tracks or completely lip-syncing while their bands were fake playing. Chelsea Girls do not do that. We actually play our instruments. Imagine that! There are not many platforms these days for young women to see other female musicians playing instruments so girls don’t know it is okay for females to play drums. Maybe since “This is It,” the Michael Jackson movie, was a big hit, young girls will be inspired to pick up a guitar thanks to Orianthi. She's great. 
  
CD:   Weren't you doing an interview music show? Tell me what that was like. 

SM:  I did a show called “All Access” for two seasons on Mania TV. It was one of the highest rated shows on the network. Some weeks we had over a half a million viewers. I interviewed and hung out with some of my favorite bands like Tool, the Crystal Method, Wu Tang, The Donnas, Helmet, The Roots, The Kills, Cut Copy, REM, The Presets and Sia. Before they broke, I was one of the first people to interview Lady Gaga and Katy Perry on internet TV. It was an amazing time. Due to the recession the network permanently closed it's doors and it doesn’t exist any more, but I may take the concept to an actual TV network. That would be awesome. 
 
CD:   Bands you are loving right now?
 
SM:  The Presets. They are a modern-day two-piece band from Australia that sound a bit like a dancier Depeche Mode. 
CD:  Best gig so far? 

SM:  Our last gig at The Roxy last Saturday night. Dave Navarro came up and played Jane's Addiction's "Mountain Song" with us and Billy Duffy and Matt Sorum came up and did the Cult's "Fire Woman" with us. Cherokee Parks --  Corey's seven-foot tall brother and former NBA player -- put Tuesdae on his shoulders and ran through the crowd with her while she sang Quiet Riot's "Bang Your Head". It was a sight to see! 

Samantha’s thoughts on three other Chelseas. 

1. Chelsea Hander – “She rocks. We were just talking today about wanting to be her house band.” 

2. Chelsea Morning – “I’m not too familiar with that Joni Mitchell song, but a Chelsea Girls’ morning after one of our shows usually consists of at least one solid hangover.”  

3. Chelsea Hotel – “It’s in New York City, my home town, and the spot where Melissa, Paz, Radio Sloan and I got together to form The Chelsea. We played one show at Spaceland in Los Angeles and broke up. Easiest band break-up ever!” 
